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An undervalued gem: the
Cemetery's chapel

If you enter the Cemetery and turn right,
after some 200 metres vou ascend a set of
eight steps, Manked by two elegant palm
trees, and amive af the Cemelery chapel
This fine building was designed by the
Cierman architect Andreas Holzinger and
erccted ot the expense of the Lutheran
Church in 1398 on the land that had re-
cenlly been acquired for the Cemetery by
the German Embassy

Adjoining the main chapel complex are o
bell tower, a sacristy, and a mortuary, An
upstairs area was once the caretaker’s quar-
ers, and now houses the admunistration
office and archive

Fo put this new development into context,
with the end of Papal rule in the city ol
Rome in 1870 non-Catholic churches were
allowed to be built within the city walls.
The first Protestant one was the American
Episcopal Church of St. Paul’s within the
Walls in Via MNazionale, designed by the
English architect G.E. Street, followed in
586 by the Anglican Church of All Saints
in Via Babuino and many more. The archi-
lects new  protestant
looked to the Romanesque-gothic of north-
em ltaly and {urther north in Europe for
their inspiration, combining traditional and
modern matenals and techniques, and add-
ing details recognisable o their rather cul-
tured congregations

of these churches

One with what fervour

Holzinger must have designed a chapel 1o

cian 1I1'I:'I.¥1|IL'

be o symbol of the ecumenical climate of

the tmes. [t refers (o the diverse national
orngins of its users while also acknowledg-
ing the Classical models that had aitracted
many of them to Rome in the first place
Ihe result is o design that is perhaps a
somewhat mix of architcctural
elements. For example, the castle-like ex-
termal (ower containing @ spiral staircase
and the narmrow wvertical windows on the
facade - recalling the arrow slits of medie-
vl castles - verge almost on the whimsical

eclectic

The exterior walls of the main chapel are in
red brick, with two horizontal white tra-
verting bands, This polvchrome effect is
typical of the Romanesque-gothie architec-
fure of churches in northern Europe and
northern [aly, The materials represent a
physical and symbolic fusion of the brick
northern  Eurape
stone was scarce, with the linlian travertine

architecture of where

and marble used in classical and Renaissance
architecture, The
cemetery, has a large central portal in white
traverting with a tnangular pediment, the door-
way itsell” having a slightly pointed or pothic
lhe main roofl is pabled and tiled
Holzinger followed the nonhern European
tradiion of an owached  sguare bell tower
rather than the detached one typical of Italian
It has the same vertical strips of

main fagade, facing the

arch,

churches
brickwork and white travertine as the Tagade,
with o set of thre¢ openings on c¢ach side, and
is lopped by a curons octagonal construction
that is a local landmark in Testaccio.

The chapel interior has a rectangular nave and
a slightly raised chancel. The two gothic
arched windows in the left nave wall have

E R

some beautiful stmned glass rounds in rnich
hlues, greens and burgundy. Much more was
destroyed during World War 1T but the re
maining glass, although m serious need of
restoration, is onginal {(sce box below), The
chancel is lit by n high rose window that also
contains colourcd gemmed glass and recalls
northern gothic mther than lalianate models
Smiall ribs of travertine meel in a pointed arch
above the rose window, The ribbing 15 broken
by four slender marble columns with compos
ite capitals, which appear 10 be decomtive
rather than structural, and are copied directly
from Romanesque architecture. The roof s
barrel-vaulted with cross vaulting where the
windows break the rhythm of the vaull

The chapel building abuts the Cemetery wall
at the comer of Via Cao Cestio and Via
Zabaglia, but its main door and windows. face
into the Cemetery. The trees shelter it from
the direel summer afiernoon sun and - thanks
also to the extensive marble surfaces inside -
the building remains cool during even the
hottest months, As a chapel purpose-built for
a modern cemetery, it has heen carefully de-
sipned o accommodate funemls by means of
a large gateway opening from Via Cestio
{number 4, now used only for Tunemis), with
covered access from the street to a side door
af the chapel. All in all, it is a fine building
which is an ssset 1o the Cemetery

Amanda Thursfield

The Chapel has been in continuous use
since it was first built, and is hired today for
funerals and other services. Il ks in good
structural condition, and the roof and electri-
cal system have been repaired in receni
years, However we urgently need to replace
missing window glass so as lo create stable
environmental conditions and o exclude
pollution. We also need to replace the har-
monium which ceased operalion last year
with a similar ona or a small organ,

We are therefore appealing for funds to
make possible:

Window glass restoration; Cleaning of the
exterior facades; Pigean control; Cleaning
of the interior surfaces and furnishings, Re-
placement of the harmonium

Please can you make a donation
towards one or more of these needs?

If so. please contact the Director for details
on mail@protestantcemetery.it. Requesls
for booking the chapel should go lo the
same address or by lelephone to 06 5741300,
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Conservation: analysis
of the Thomas Jefferson Page tomb

The collaborative profect on stome convervation (see Newsletter
mo, 5) has fed o an artiele on the analysis of the Page tomb o he
pruhlished in the fouriad Environmental Earth Sciences and a studen
thesis by Elisa Marasca, The extroct published here ilfustrates how
all comservation treatments must be preceded by systematic analysis
af the causes af deterioration

The deterioration ix evident if vou compare the photo here with the
one published some 23 years ago In the revised Guidebook e the
Cemetery (i fuct, Gearge Nelson Page whoe Is buried in the same

family tomb helped with thix revision i 1982). His grandfather

Thamays Jefferson Page scems to have been one of the many south-
irners who went info exile following the Confederane rlll.'ﬁ.‘:” in the
Civif War.

Partrait of T.1 Page, phote Gloveester Musewm of Histary, Gloncester, VA, US4

The tomb

Thomas JefTerson Page (1808-1899) was an officer in the US Navy
and an explorer, who served i the Confederate Navy during the
Civil War. He was a grandson of Thomas Nelson Jr., signatory of
the Declaration of Independence in 1776, and of John Page, a minor
figure in the American Revolution and a friend of Thomas Jelferson.
Thomas Jefferson Page is famous for having made various maps of
Argenting and Paraguay (1853-1856) and for having: mapped the
river systems of Paraguay (1859-1860),

His funerary monument in the Zona Prima of the Non-Catholic
Cemetery is the work of the sculptor Ettore Ximenes from Palermo
(Palermo 1855-1926 Rome). Among Ximenes' best works are; the
marble group representing Law on the Victor Emmanuel monument
in Rome (1908), the Quadriga (1911) on the Palace of Justice in
Rome, the statues of Ganbaldi at Pesara (1887) and Milan (1895),
and the monument to Verdi at Parma (191 3-1920).

The Page tomb contains the burals of: Thomas Jefferson Page Jr;

Mary Belle Page; Thomas Jefferson Page: Benjamina Price; George
Nelson Page; Anna Maria Antoldi: Elizabeth Page; George Blum
Page amd Maria Luisa Roca

In architectural terms, the Page tomb s built in marble and consists
of different components, namely a siaive, an obelisk, a sarcophngis
and eolumns

Programme of research

"

Seeing that  the
sculpted part of the
momunnent  consisted
of separate hlocks, my
idea was (o character-
ise  chemically and
mineralogically  the
constituent pans, so as
to understand il they
were afl of the same
type of malerial and,
especially, 1o identify
the quarries from
which they came.
Characterising  the
materal is anyway @
good point of depar-
ture for understanding
the canses and mecha-
nisms of the different
forms of deterioration
present.

T famtily romb of T Fage

Conclusions

The diagnostic study of the tomb monument has led to an exhaustive
characterisation of the materials of which it is composed and how
they have deteriorated. The results cun be summarnsed as follows:

Thanks to chemical analysis (using a Scanning Electron Microscope
with X-ray microanalysis (SEM/EDS) and Laser Ablation Induc-
tively Coupled Plasma Mass Spectrometry (LA - ICP-MS), we have
been able to identify a previous restoration that has not been docu-
mented, on the side of the obelisk facing southwest.

Subjecting samples of the morble 10 enalysis of their manganese
content, carbon-oxygen isotope mtios and MGS (maximum grain
size), we can determing their provenance: samples taken from the
obelisk, from the upper part of the sarcophagus and from the tomb
base are all representative of the sume type of marble, coming from
the Carrara quarries.

Nuked-eve visual inspection in the field and optical and electronic
microscopic analysis in the laboratory have allowed us 1o recognise
different forms of alteration of the monument such as carbonate
dissolution, fractures, patinas, staining and nmofT streaks. As for the
biological peting, we can identify some biodeteriogens such as
cyanobacteria, actinomyces and ascomyces on the tomb.

The data on the marble provenance and on the deterioration will be
used as a starting point for building a complete database of all the
stone materials that have been used in the Cemetery. Furthermore
the results can then be used as guidelines for planning future conser-
vation treatments on the soundest possible basis.

Elisa Marasco

(extract, translsted from ltalian, from: Diagnostic study of the monu-
mental tomb of Thomas Jefferson Page in Rome, Tesi di Lourea,
Universitd degli Studi della Calabria, 2007/2008.)

— m' —

r— S e
FRIENDS OF THE NON-CATHOLIC CEMETERY IN ROME NEWSLETTER

SUMMER 2009



PAGE 3

Dangerous trees removed

In mid-March twenty-three cypresses and one large pine tree were
removed by tree specialists. This work follows the recommendations
of the svstématic tree survey carried om by Gian Pietro Cantiani
(Newslerter no. 4, 2008) and is aimed at making the Cemetery a
safer place. The pine tree that was removed from near Shelley’s
tomb in the Zona YVecchia was some 25m. high and well over 100
years old. Most of the cypresses were in the Zona Terza and were
dead or potentially dangerous. The law requires us to replace trecs
that have been felled so we will be replaming over the next few
months. I you would like to dedicate one of the new trees to the
memory of a relative or friend, please contact the Director.

|

photo N !Eit:_mrr:'-.' Price

Removal of pine tree from Zona Vecclia

Spectacular gilt medallion
revealed

Restorer Rita Galluccio has done a magnificent job in cleaming the
bronze portrait medallion on the tomb of August Riedel (1799-
1883}, the German painter, in the Zona Seconda. The whale medal-
lion proves to have been gilded, and 90% of it has survived, hidden
under surface layers of bronze corrosion. The monumental tomb
itself is of a durable pink granite and has also been cleaned. We
thank warmly the German Embassy for funding this work. It is now
looking spectacular, Defimitely worth a visit!
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Portratt medallion of A. Ricdel after cleaming

Service in memory of British pilots

On May 19 we organised a8 memonal service for the three British
airmen who died 90 years ago while pioneering civil air routes from
London to Asia and Australia (sce Newwletter no. 5. 2008). The short
service, held in the Cemetery chapel and at the graveside, was led by
The Revd Canon Jonathan Boardman of All Saints church in Rome.
Other speakers were Nicholas Stanley-Price for the Cemetery, Colo-
nel Charlie Darell, Defence Attaché of the British Embassy, and Ann
Ciarrocca reading a message from the T.E. Lawrence Society. The
President of the Assembly, H.H. Einor Bull, and a number of
Friends, volunteers and concession-holders attended this memomhble

accasion

photo Heather Munro

Family Day

The Ambassador of Norway, IT.H. Einar M. Bull, hosted a Family
Day on May 10, following the precedent set by his Swiss collengues
last year ( Newsletier No, 4, 2008). A number of Embassy personnel,
Friends and volumeers and their families took part in guided tours,
games for children and light refreshments in the aftermoon after the
Cemetery had closed 1o the public. It was gratifving o welcome a
number of Embassy members who had not previously visited the
Cemetery

Thanks

Organising these two events and staffing the Visitors' Centre daily
would be impossible without the help of the volunieers. A big thank
you to all of them for ther hard work; also to Susan Sanders for the
lavout of the first issues of the Newsleter and 1w Dan Keller
for improving our I'T capacity during the past year

Who can be buried nowadays in the Cemetery?

The Cemetery has produced a summary of the answer to this com-
mon question. We also want it to be better known that the Cemetery
is an active one in which burials and other forms of commemoration
can still take place wday. (New tombs can be conceded only for the
interment of cremation ums. )

The nformation given here is based on an explanation of two offi-
gial documents, the Statute of the Non-Catholic Cemetery in Rome
(revised June 2008) and the Cemetery Regulations (revised 2009). In
any question of interpretation, these (wo documents take precedence
aver the text below

f — pag 4}
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Who can be buried nowadays in the Cemetery?
(from pasge, 3)

I. Wha is entitled to be buried in the
Cemetery?

I.1. You ¢an be buned in the cemetery il (a)
you are a ciizen of one of the following
countries and (b)) are not of the Roman
Catholic faith and (¢) ot the time of your
death are effectively a resident of ltaly

Austrulia, Canada, Denmark. Finland, Ger-
many, Greeee, Netherlunds, Norway, Russia,
South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland, United
Kingdom and United Siates of America,

1.2, If you are a citizen of another state, are
not of the Roman Catholic faith and at the
time of your death effectively a resident of
Italy. you may be buried in the Cemelery
subject ta the approval of the President of the
Assembly of Ambassadors

1.3, IT you are an [talian citizen or of the
Catholic fuith and are either the spouse or the
mother/father or the son/daughter of some-
one qualified under (1.1) and (1.2} above,
you may - subject to the approval of the
President - be buried in the Cemetery bul
only in the same tomb as the qualified person
already deceased and only if space permits

1.4 The rights regarding spouses (see 1.3)
can apply 1 you i you were a live-in partner
of the deceased, o long as you can document
cohabitation for at least five years.

1.5 If your spouse is Italian or Catholic and
survives vou but then re-marries, he/she loses
the right W be buried in the same omb as
you (the same applics to pantners, see 1.4
above)

2. Can burial in the Cemetery be
arranged prior fo death?

2.1 You can request a concession for bunal
in the Cemetery prior to death, but only if
you meet the requirements of 1. above and
are over 75 years old or in the terminal stages
of an incurable disease (medical documenta-
ton needed).

2.2 If you are granted a pre-cancession under
2.1 {above), it will be considered retracted if
vou subsequently convert to Catholicism or
surrender vour non-ltalian citzenship.

e

Corrado Augias on DVD

The book Secrets of Rome by Comado Augias
which stars in the Cemetery (see Newslener
no. 5, 2008} now forms the basis of a series of
fine DVDs distribuled by
La Repubblica’Espresso,
They show Rome at ils
best, with some remarkable
aerial views of the Pyramid
area. Several recent Italian
visitors have said they
discovered the Cemetery
thanks 10 Augias’ book

How others see the
Cemetery

O the mermy Enplish anthors who  have
written about the Cemetery, we feature fwa
whe are sepavated by almeast 2000 yvedrs
Samued Rogers (1763-1855), a banker,
poet, art collector and patron of writers
(fneluding Dickens). was egually  famous
for hixs kind heart, his sharp tongue and fiis
Tavish breakfees o which the leading lirer-
ary figures of London were imvited. His
[rOEm on ““l.'fh Trened its el In @ visi thicat

e made in 1815 - so here he is deseribing

the Parte Antica of the Cemetery when
relatively few tombs fad  been erecred
there.

When | am inclined 1o be serious, | love to
wander up and down before the wmb of
Caius Cestius. The Protestant burial-ground
is there: and most of the little monuments
are erected to the young; young men o
promise, cul off when on their travels, full
of enthusiasm, full of enjovment; brides, in
the bloom of their beauty, on their firsi
journey; or children bome from home in
search of health. This stone was placed by
his fellow-travellers, voung as himsell, who
will retumn (o the house of his parents with-
out him; that, by a husband or a father, now
in his native country. His heart s burned in
that gruve

It i a quiet and sheltered nook, covered in
the winter with violets: and the Pyvramad,
thut over-shadows it, gives it a classical and
singularly solemn air. You feel an interest
there, a sympathy you were nol prepared
for. You are yoursell in a foreign land; and
they are for the most part your countrymen
1 hu}' call upon you In your !nuthq.-r-hmgl.:v
in English in words unknown 1o a native,
known oaly to vourselves; and the wmb of
Cestius, that old majestic pile, has this also
in common with them. It is iself a stranger,
among strangers. It has stood there till the
language spoken round about it has
changed; and the shepherd, borm at the foot,
can read its inscription no longer.

From Samuel Rogers. laly. A poem, Lon-

don, 1822

The Cemetery continnes te be featired in
cenfemporary fiction set in Rome. In Sarah
Dhercan s forrth povel lfun':lh.tfrni' this vear,
Nutalie flees her disiniegrasing life in Eng-
leened for Reome where she takes a faney 1o
Giue who s doing historical research ar the
fBreitixh  School.  fmpressed with Guy's
kll‘rnl.'.fl-'q"m_' af Hrrrm'_ 1h|.' i5 {IJ'.I'I:.L‘J.":Jr i Hil:f
thar e has never visired the Cemerery. Nor
anly ix the descriprion right up o date
frmembered trees!) but the Cemetery, once
they have managed o find it is in an in-
mactlate state

The trafiic noise dlong the Via Marmorain
stopped. Instead the air was filled with
birdsong coming from the towering firs and
cypresses billowing gently in the breese,
scenting the air with evergreen freshness

In contrast 1o Natalie’s image of overgrown
dereliction. the cemetery was immaculate. It
was crammed with graves as neally armnged
as soldiers standing shoulder 1o shoulder
each plot defined by a box hedge
punctusted the rows, all with cardboard
numbers pinned 1w them

‘This is s0 not what | expected” Natalie
murmured 6 Guy

I'rees

From A single to Rome, by Saral Duncan,
Headline, 2009 fwith thamks 1o Mvs, Rita
Zakevies for her eclectic reading fasies, )

www.protestantcemetery.it

THE NON-CATHOLIC CEMETERY
IN ROME
via Capo Cestio, 6
00153, Roma

Director Amanda Thursfield

OPENING HOURS

Monday to Saturday 9:00am - 5:00pm
{last entrance 4.30pm)
Sunday & Public Holidays: 9.00am -13.00pm
(last entrance 12.30am)
Tel 06.5741900, Fax 06.5741320
mailf@protestanicemetery.it
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